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Constructing and Maintaining a Container Water Garden 

 

Look for plastic tote in shed.  

 

 

This display kit should include: 

• Dark blue plastic planting pot 

• Black “liner” that inserts into the planting pot 

• Artificial plant 

• Gallon plastic jug (either full of water or fill when at destination) 

• Battery-powered pump 

• Extra batteries 

• Plastic funnel to empty water back into gallon jug 

• White 3-ring notebook containing Educational Materials 
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Instructions for set up: 

• Place dark blue planting pot on STURDY surface.   

• Holding the “tape tabs”, place the black bowl down into the top of the planting pot.  It 

should rest just inside the top.  

• Place artificial plant down (inside) along one side of the black bowl.   

• Test the battery-powered pump by flipping the little switch on the side to the “ON” 

position then to “OFF” position.  Replace battery if need be, otherwise, place the pump 

down inside the black bowl next to the plant with suction cups down. Place battery on 

table next the planting pot. 

• Fill Gallon jug with water and pour into the black bowl, almost to the top.   

• When ready to turn on the display, flip the battery switch to the “ON” position.  

• If there is a problem with the display or more batteries need to be purchased, please 

contact Lisa Willis (804) 909-8939.   
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Links to documents which are included in notebook: 
 
Introduction link: 
https://web.extension.illinois.edu/containergardening/water.cfm 
 
Selecting the Container link: 
https://web.extension.illinois.edu/containergardening/water_container.cfm 
 
Plants for the water garden link: 
https://web.extension.illinois.edu/containergardening/water_plants.cfm 
 
Planting the water garden link: 
https://web.extension.illinois.edu/containergardening/water_planting.cfm 
 
Fish and other animals link: 
https://web.extension.illinois.edu/containergardening/water_fish.cfm 
 
Pumps and Fountains link: 
https://web.extension.illinois.edu/containergardening/water_pumps.cfm 
 
Problems – Algae and Mosquitoes link: 
https://web.extension.illinois.edu/containergardening/water_problems.cfm 
 
Seasonal maintenance link: 
https://web.extension.illinois.edu/containergardening/water_seasonal.cfm 
 
Direct people to the “Want to Learn More” tab of our website for these links.  
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