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HMGA Activity Reports and Announcements for May 2023

Announcements - 
· Information on the 2023 VA MG College is available at: https://mastergardener.ext.vt.edu/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/EMGC-program-23.pdf  Please also sign up on BI if you are attending.

· Please complete the Interest and Skills Survey that has been sent to all MGs, etc.  This will give us the ability to contact interested individuals when opportunities arise.

Horticulture Learning Center - Bob Durbin and Holly Owens - 
HLC Construction Update
· All beds have been assembled and filled with chips, and mulch. All but 3 have also been filled with soil. We are waiting for more soil to complete the last 3 beds.
· Several of the beds have been planted and a plan for planting the remaining beds has been decided on.
· Bed Stewards that will plant and maintain the beds have been assigned for all but 1 bed.
· A quarantine area for plants coming into the garden has been set up. Plants for the initial planting of the garden will not be required to go through the 30 day quarantine as it would cause too long of a delay in getting the initial planting completed.
Donations
· There have been 835 total volunteer hours completed by 51 volunteers for an average of 16 hours per volunteer in the HLC.
· The HLC has received $2,000.00 from the grant from Rappahannock Electric Cooperative. The funds will be used for a water tank for the HLC.
· Joe White donated his time to deliver 10 yards of soil from Sandy’s plants and donated his time to fill the beds with chips, mulch, and soil with his front loader.
· Sandy’s Plants has committed to donating more soil to fill the 3 remaining beds.
· Bed Stewards have been donating plants for the beds.
Irrigation-
· Eric Huff from the county met with us on 5/10/23 to review the plans for installing the water tank. He inspected the site but was unfamiliar with the current water system, so he will research it to get more information. He told us that a permit is not necessary to install the tank pad, and he will sign off on it once it is completed. He recommended that we collect water from the roof via the downspouts until we can get more information on the current system. He also told us that he has staff who can install the tank and line hookups for us.
Grants
· HLC has applied for the Keep Virginia Beautiful grant. Information has been submitted to Susan Higgins for the application. Money from the grant will be used for irrigation in the garden.
Gleaning - Pattie Bland (Elaine Daniel, Corinna Muldowney, and Pattie Bland, Coord.) - Waiting for the berries to ripen.
Home Gardening Series - Looking for Coordinators, 
Virginia Cooperative Extension (VEC) – Angelette Pryor
Educational Grants - Becky Watson (Betty Jane Hughes, Mary Wagner, Doris Gullotta, Mike Little) - 
HMGA awarded Beaverdam ES a grant to purchase plant labels for their native plant garden. This is an impressive project that involved all of the school's children. The results are a well-developed native garden with interpretation through a QR code on each plant tag and a sign that introduces the garden. Well done, Beaverdam ES! To see the garden:
https://sites.google.com/hcps.us/beslearninggarden/home?authuser=
The Ashland Community Preschool was given a grant by HMGA to construct four raised beds as part of their outdoor education program.
Scotchtown Demo Gardens - Doris Gullota - 
April 20 – Workday in all gardens
One of the interns met me at my house and we transported plants out to Scotchtown for the event on Saturday. The plan is to give the plants to people in exchange for a donation to HMGA.
The fabric garden has been created by the staff at Scotchtown and lined with brick like the other gardens. We removed the grass clumps and added eight bags of top soil and compost working it into the soil. We planted cotton, hemp, flax, broom straw and corn. In the perennial gardens we removed weeds and excess daylilies. We planted goldenrod, perennial tickseed and peonies. In the kitchen garden, we removed weeds, garlic chives and excess lambs ear plants.
There were seven volunteers present. Three Master Gardeners and four interns. We contributed 17.5 hours of volunteer time.
April 22 – Fiber Day Celebration
We had a good day talking with people about the plants in the fiber garden, the dye garden and the perennial gardens. We did not have too many questions but we made 35 contacts. The event was called at 12:30pm because of the weather. We collected $237 in donations from plant purchases.
We got feedback from a vendor from last year’s Fall Festival who bought daffodils from us. She said she was surprised at how many were in the bags and had enough to fill her garden. She said they all appeared to come up in spring and bloomed beautifully.
May 8
A workday has been scheduled for Wednesday May 24 at 10am.
Communications - Betty Jane Hughes - No news this month.
Website - Katherine Hebert
Scott Bateman and I met via Zoom on May 10 to discuss content projects. Since few committee members responded, I believe there may have been an issue with the email invite. I will call each member individually and try again with the Zoom meeting next month.
Nicky Maddams and Scott Bateman have been given access to the website's backend. Scott has been given administrator privileges because of his extensive experience with WordPress. He will make some minor modifications to the site's layout to improve the user experience and freshen the look. Nicky will remain an editor for the time being and will assist with posting new content on the site. She has also agreed to create content for the Invasives and Alternatives section of the Resources section.

A Google spreadsheet has been posted with all projects so we can keep track of who is working on what as a team. 
 
· Regular maintenance of the site has been ongoing. 
· A list of upcoming plant clinic dates has been updated.
· Resources Section
· Added link to BJ’s documents she created about plants at the plant sale.  These documents are being converted to HTML to use on the appropriate categories on the Resources page.  The house plants section is complete and live
· Word documents are being converted to HTML pages
· A new article was written for Gardening As We Age for the Gardening Basics section.  https://hanovermastergardeners.org/2023/05/10/gardening-as-we-age/
[bookmark: _mmnd6dso999t]o   Emily Gianfortoni’s HGS handout was repurposed and posted on the Pest section - How to Manage your Landscape Using Fewer Pesticides – THANKS EMILY!  https://hanovermastergardeners.org/2023/02/27/pests-and-diseases/
[bookmark: _t2e6cjzr0gr]·       The Power of Change badge, verbiage and thank you have been posted on the HLC page and on Facebook.  https://hanovermastergardeners.org/2022/12/04/horticultural-learning-center/
[bookmark: _wja5ozsx4d0o]·       The water clinic has been posted on the homepage Upcoming Events. https://hanovermastergardeners.org/
[bookmark: _lemky4nf1qxy]·    A Mailchimp account has been created. It offers free service for up to 1000 emails per month. Scott Bateman is in charge of setting up the account and creating a community newsletter template. More information will be provided next month.
[bookmark: _tgirwq14l8vm]·       My pet project, Monthly Gardening Chores/Gardening by the Month, is going well. I've finished all of the chores for January thru May.
[bookmark: _1vffulbugjz] We welcome anyone who is interested in writing an article for the Resources section (https://hanovermastergardeners.org/resources-2/) of our website. We would prefer simple text or an email, as we have found that converting presentations and documents with a lot of formatting in Word can be difficult. Please reach out to Katherine for more information and to share your ideas.

Hanover Master Gardeners - Hanover Cooperative Extension (Public Facebook Page) - September Sickinger - 

· Please follow and share postings from our Public Page. https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100086429378777  

Land Care Steward - Linda Hazelwood - No Report

Meetings, Trips & Tours, Continuing Education - Eleanor Fukushima, VP
 
· The June HMGA member meeting will be a picnic at Taylor Park, home of our office and the Horticultural Learning Center (HLC), and learn about the planning and implementation of the HLC.
· Plans for the July HMGA member meeting are to have an informal discussion with those that attended or have attended Master Gardener College to hear about their learning experiences.  Additional ideas are still being discussed.  Stay tuned.
· Eleanor is still working on several potential trips/tours over the summer. 

Plant Sale - Pat Reyes (Reported by Sandy Pence)
Our annual plant sale was a great success. We are grateful to everyone who supported this event. Many Master Gardeners provided plants and other sale items.  When I refer to Master Gardeners, I include everyone involved in the Master Gardener program and their family members.  Special thanks to Wayne Bryant for the collector daylilies and pitcher plants, and to Ed Wall for the tomato plants. Thank you to Pat Reyes for taking on the responsibility of Coordinator and for the many hours of work that go unnoticed. I extend my gratitude to the many MGs who coordinated for months to help Pat organize for the day of the Sale, as well as to all of those who volunteered on Friday night and Saturday.
After the sale, we gave leftover plants to the Henrico Master Gardeners, who are having a plant sale on the first Saturday in June. The few remaining plants were then donated to Eleanor Fukushima and Jane Ruffin's church sale.
The sale of donated plants, used garden items, compost, and other miscellaneous items generated over $7,000 in revenue, making it the most profitable sale to date.
MG Help Desk - Val Kish - No updates this month.

2023 MG Training Class (MGTC) - Plans have begun for next year’s class.

Extension Office Demo Garden - Sandy Pence - The garden has had a top dressing of compost and mulched with wood chips.  It was a fun morning with Katherine Hebert.

Pole Green Butterfly Garden - Sandy Pence - The garden has been weeded, mulched, dead stems shortened, and some plants cut back to reduce their height.  Thanks to Ginny Nichols and Susan Bennent.  Butterfly Weed seedlings, furnished by Jennifer Alexander, have been planted.  Thank you Jen.
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