
USGS Bee Inventory and Monitoring Lab/flicker

Brenda Burke - Hanover Master Gardener

ÅObtained a B.S. in Biology from Virginia Tech

ÅWorked 30 years at Altria as a Senior Research Scientist

ÅServed as a Botany, Zoology and Microbiology judge for the Metro Richmond 

Scientist Fair for10 years

ÅStudied Landscape Design at the University of Richmond and Lewis Ginter 

Botanical Garden

ÅBecame a Hanover Master Gardener in 2012

ÅFeatured Old Church Garden on Virginia Home Grown in March 2018

ÅRaised Honey Bees for 5 years

ÅMaintained a membership with the East Richmond Bee Club

ÅServed as a presenter at the Science Museum of Virginia for the observation 

Honey Bee hive



The Basics of Landscaping

VRight Plant

VRight Place

Conifers in your

Landscape

Brenda Burke ðHanover Master Gardener



Landscaping refers to the beautification of outdoor terrain through:

1. Plants - Planting flowers, shrubs, groundcover, grasses & trees. 

2. Hardscape - Constructing walkways, walls, water fountains and 

drainage. 

While some people consider landscaping as an expensive process, it 

is important to note that there are many benefits

LANDSCAPING



V Improves soil quality 

V Serves as a food source & habitat for wildlife

V Reduces heating & cooling 

V Adds value to your house

V Source of exercise ð1 hour of weeding is 300 calories

V Filters rain water & reduces runoff

V Improves air quality

V Serves as a healthy food sources for your family

V Reduces crime in cities

VMakes you feel good, design what you like

Benefits of Landscaping



Plant Terminology for Landscaping 

×Annual ðplant that lives, reproduces and dies in one growing season.

×Perennial ðlooses leaves in the fall, but comes back every year.

×Evergreen ðleaves are retained throughout the year.

×Conifer ðusually have needle -shaped evergreen leaves and have cones.

×Deciduous ðleaves are shed prior to winter.

×Native Plant ðthose that occur in the region in which they evolved.  Many 

are resistant to droughts, insects and diseases.

×Cultivar ðòman selectedó can be sports or mutations on a plant or can be 
hybrids of two or more plants.  They are selected for their uniqueness, color 

and predictability.   



archstudent.com

Plant Shapes / Forms in Landscaping 



Site Analysis
Evaluate your site

VDirection N, S, E, W

VSun, shade, part -shade

VExisting Structures and condition

VMoisture levels

VExisting plants and condition

VScreening needs
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River Birch

Site Analysis for Old Church Garden 

River Birch

Wet



Importance of plant tags for selecting the Right Plant

Zone 7  (Range)

Sun / shade

3õH

2õW

VRight Plant

VRight Place



Landscaping Concepts and Principals

1. Repetition, Massing

2. Variety

3. Layering 

4. Specimen Plant

5. Hardscape

6. Open Spaces archstudent.com



1. Repetition and Massing

Otto Luyken Laurel

Blue Pacific Juniper (6óT x 8õW)                   Groundcover


